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WILLIAM BRADFORD 
("BRAD") BURGETT 
(1957 - 1985) 
 
The Burgett family settled in central Ohio near 
Fredricktown in 1810 and it was there that William 
Bradford Burgett was born on June 6, 1957. Brad 
was the fourth of five children. 
 
Before the age of 3, Brad displayed his interest in 
construction by accompanying his father to work. 
This early experience created a base for the 
fascination and appreciation for equipment that 
Brad had his entire life. 
 
Through his childhood, Brad was active in Boy 
Scouts, sports and was a member of his high 
school wrestling team. He participated in the choir 
and was selected to be in the All Ohio Youth Choir 
which marched in the Rose Bowl Parade and 
toured six European countries in 1974. 
 
Brad graduated from Northmor High School in 
1975 and shortly after graduation married 
Janenne Snell. During the next four years he 
became the father of three daughters; Mandy, 
Tiffany and Brooke.  

 
He attended Ohio Northern University where his scholastic work put him on the Dean's list while in 
school.  Brad spent his summers working for his father's construction business.  He graduated from Ohio 
Northern in 1979 with degrees in Accounting and Business Administration. 
 
Immediately after his graduation, Brad became Vice President of Utilities and managed all the 
underground construction for Kokosing Construction. He expanded the activities of the organization 
through the creation of subsidiaries and steered the company towards new markets. 
 
He was responsible for the management of all utility jobs in Ohio, North Carolina and Pennsylvania and in 
1981 he transferred to Arizona to develop the Western Division of Kokosing Construction Company.  As 
President of the western division, Brad consulted with his older brother Brian, who remained the 
President of the operation in Ohio. Their exchange of ideas and equipment kept the company running 
smoothly. 
 
Brad was an innovator who looked at projects with a fresh viewpoint. He was known to analyze a project 
from all angles and used new approaches that resulted in lower construction costs. Most notably was his 
design and construction of a slip form boat capable of producing 120" "cast-in-place" concrete pipe.  After 
his death, the machine was named "The Tiger" which had been Brad's nickname as a child. 
Brad served as a member of the Board of Directors of the Underground Contractors Association of 
Arizona and was nominated as a Director of the National Utility Contractors Association the day before 
his untimely death in October of 1985. 
 
This scholarship fund has been established in Brad's memory. It is hoped by those who established this 
memorial fund that it will help the recipients to prepare themselves to make a contribution in the field of 
construction. 


